"A high prevalence of infection in the pool of potential partners can
spread sexually transmitted infections rapidly within the ethnic group
and keep it there," said Adaora Adimora, an infectious disease
physician at the University of North Carolina.

The principal theory as to why this affects women so acutely is
because of the high rates of HIV infection among gay and bisexual
men, which is six times that of whites and four times that of Hispanics,
according to a 2001 CDC report. However, homophobia in the black
community causes many men to live on the down-low" - meaning they
have public relationships with women and secret sex with men.

A survey in Los Angeles County in 2001 found that 20% of HIV-
positive African-American men said they had had sex with women in
the past six months, compared with 9% of HIV-positive white men and
4% of infected Latino men.

"Most women don't even know they're at risk," said Cynthia Davis, an
assistant professor at Charles R Drew University told the Los Angeles
Times. "They find out when their spouse dies, or when they deliver a
sick baby."




